Orientalism and Display
The concept of 'Arab art' needs to be deconstructed to fully grasp the nature of an Orientalist institution in the Middle East. The meaning of the words themselves have evolved considerably during the period covered by this article. The term Arab art was coined at the 1878 Exposition Universelle in Paris * I am grateful to Clara Rivas Alonso for the translation of this article and to Iman R. Abdulfattah and Ruadhan Hayes for editing, critical review, and constructive comments. 1 I consider 'Orientalism' to be the study of the Orient, i.e. the East from Spain to China, as it was named in the 19th century. I also use the word in reference to Edward Said 's Orientalism (1978) The current study should be seen against the background of the debates on the historiography of Islamic art history that developed after 1990, at a moment when the discipline was celebrating its centennial. This coincided with the renovation of museums of Islamic art around the world-in Europe, North America, and the Middle East. Two trends emerged in the dialogue with the works of Edward Said. The first was led by Rémi Labrusse (1998) and David R. Roxburgh (2000) and leaned towards European collectionism. Both their works contextualized the discovery of Islamic art within a history of taste and of private and public collections. They demonstrated that at the turn of the 19th century, the taste for Oriental arts (Japanese, Chinese, Islamic) was closely associated with a type of activism in favor of artistic modernity.3 Labrusse highlighted how Paris was a center of Orientalism where the taste as well as knowledge of Islamic art could develop.4
The second trend, embodied in the works of Zeynep Çelik (1992), Stephen Vernoit (2000), and Mercedes Volait (2009), aimed to study the invention of the academic field of Islamic art and assessed the taste for the Orient within the domain of Orientalism.5 In line with the work of Said, this way of conceiving the historiography of Islamic art tended to absorb the specific field of Islamic
